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αλφα 
βητα 
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*Note: with γγ, γχ, and γκ say the first γ like “ng” 

 

 Caps Letter Name pronounced as in Greek 

α Α alpha   (ahl’-fah) 
Greek never uses the short a as in 
cat 

broad a (ah) as in Father αλφα 

β Β beta   (bay’-tah) b as in ball βητα 

γ Γ gamma   (gahm’-mah) always g as in go 
*unless γ is followed by γ,κ or χ  γαµµα 

δ ∆ delta   (del’-tah) d as in dog δελτα 

ε Ε epsilon   (ep’-sih-lawn) short e as in let εψιλον 

ζ Ζ zeta   (dzay’-tah) z or dz as in adze ζητα 

η Η eta   (ay’-tah) long a as in they 
vowel but never long e as in be ητα 

θ Θ theta   (thay’-tah) th as in thumb 
never hard th as in them θητα 

ι Ι iota   (ee-oh’-tah) 

short i as in pin 
OR... long e as in machine 
When writing by hand do not dot the ι. 
Either pronunciation may be used, will 
not change meaning of word, but 
never pronounce as long i as in high. 

ιωτα 

κ Κ kappa   (kahp’-ah) k as in king καππα 

λ Λ lambda   (lahm’-dah) l as in lamb λαµβδα 

µ Μ mu   (moo) m as in mom µυ 

ν Ν nu   (noo) n as in nest νυ 

ξ Ξ xi   (ks see’) ks as in taxi ξι 

ο Ο omicron   (aw’-mih-krawn) short o as in log οµικρον 

π Π pi   (pee) p as in pop πι 

ρ Ρ rho   (hroh) r as in roar ρω 

σ Σ sigma   (sihg’-mah) s as in hiss  (never a “z” sound) σιγµα 

ς  (form of sigma- see above) s used only at the end of words  

τ Τ tau   (tou rhymes with how)  t as in ten ταυ 

υ Υ upsilon   (ooee’-psih-lawn) 
put lips like oo and say ee 

u as in use 
or as in French or German ü υψιλον 

φ Φ phi   (fee) f as in phone φι 

χ Χ chi   (kee) k as in Christ 
like the German ach or ich χι 

ψ Ψ psi   (psee) ps as in lips ψι 

ω Ω omega   (oh-meh’-gah) long o as in oh ωµεγα 



 

 Letter Name pronounced as English keyword* 

αι alpha  +  iota long i as in aisle αιλ   (aisle) 

αυ alpha  +  upsilon au as in sauerkraut αυτ   (out) 

ει epsilon   +   iota long a as in eight ειτ   (eight) 

ευ epsilon   +   upsilon yu as with eu in feud φευδ   (feud) 

ηυ 
eta   +   upsilon 

no English equivalent 
like eu in feud but holding the 
sound somewhat longer 

 

οι omicron   +   iota oi as in oil οιλ   (oil) 

ου omicron   +   upsilon ou as in soup σουπ   (soup) 

υι upsilon +   iota wee as with uee as in queen 
OR... wih as with ui in quick 

κυιν   (queen) 
κυικ   (quick) 

 
* Note this is just a mnemonic helper – the English Keyword not necessarily an authentic Greek word. 
 
 
Resources for further study: 
Basic Greek in 30 Minutes a Day by Jim Found 
http://www.kolbe.org    or direct link to  http://tinyurl.com/5bq97  
 
Greek Light Units by Christian Light Publications 
http://www.clp.org    or direct link to http://tinyurl.com/5ftmj  
 
 
 


